A MESSAGE FROM THE NEW COMMANDER [2020-2021

|

Comrades,

I look forward to another year of serving The American Legion and do
whatever I can to improve and carry the legacy forward. We have been given
another great opportunity to reach 100% goal for 2021. Simply put, National did
raise our goals! Goals will be given out shortly.

This time of year is another great opportunity to bring in transfers and Post
200 before they pay dues for the new year. Be creative in offering a deal for this
year and next year.

Even though, this year, there will not be a traditional VJ Day Parade, as in the
past, we will have a day to honor and remember. There will be a ceremony, in
Moosup, that our Sr. Vice-Commander, Jeff DeClerck, has put together for August
9. Please attend if possible.

If any Post requires our assistance or would like us to attend a meeting or
function, please contact us. Let's work together and make it happen.

Remember, communication, fun and personal contact works!

For God and Country,

Dennis P. Beauregard

The American Legion

Dept of CT Commander
beauregarddp@sbcglobal.net
860-202-6875



The American Legion Department of Connecticut Rocky Hill, CT

MEMBERSHIP

Post-Convention

A Message From The New Sr. Vice Commander

Comrades,

I hope everyone is enjoying their summer even with the virus restrictions still in place. All Posts should
already be in receipt of your 2021 Membership Cards and have started accepting renewals. I am asking
all members in the Department to consider renewing as soon as possible rather than wait until the end of
the year (or later as we have been experiencing). My goal again this year is to reach as close to 100%
membership in the Department before memberships expire on December 31%, Additionally, I am asking
all Post to identify and make contact with Post 200 members in your area, specifically Post 200 members
who had renewed for 2020 before they renew with Department or National. These members have already
displayed a desire to continue their membership and could be a number for your Post if you reach them
before they renew for Post 200.

There are still several Posts who have not submitted their Consolidated Post Reports yet. These reports
were due in Department in June. Also, every Post should have also identified your officers for 2020-
2021, either through elections or by continuing with your current slate. Post Commanders and Adjutants
are asked to ensure that your Election of Post Officer form, Post Committee for and Commander/Adjutant
forms are submitted to Department as soon as possible and make sure you retain a copy for the Post and
provide a copy to the District.

The Membership, Leadership and Learning Commission continues to meet monthly to stay on top of our
membership goals as well as identifying areas and topics for training opportunities throughout the
Department. We are hoping to reach a point where training can be provided locally, regionally, or
virtually to afford the entire membership an opportunity to obtain as much training as possible and/or
necessary. If anyone has a specific training topic in mind or have any suggestions for training topics,
please make contact with me or Jim LaCoursiere.

For God and Country,

Jeft DeClerck
Senior Vice Commander
Department of Connecticut



Sons of The American Legion:

I would like all of you to get ready for some big changes this year. First is the top of my letter to
you all, we are The American Legion Family, we will work very hard at being one this year. I am
very excited as this year, together, we will reach 105% membership by retaining your members
and each and every one of you recruit 5 new members.

We are gearing up to meet once a month to form a Leadership and Learning Training. These
Training classes are to teach your members Officer Training, Programs that we Sons should be
conducting, How to Run a Meeting, and a lot of others in the planning stages. These meetings are
open to all and a Member from your Squadron should attend.

Communication is the very first step. Each of you tell us what is happening at your Post,
Auxiliary, Squadron, or Riders and inform Department of these events going on. Do you know
how to check things in the Department Bulletin? You don’t, call the Department or attend a
training class.

We will have an Incredible Year; it’s going to take You, Fellow Members, and Myself. I am
committed to you and my Department anything that you should need I am here for you, Reach
Out to Me and Reach Out for 105% Membership. The Year begins Now.

Richard Kilby

Detachment Commander



THE AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY

NI,

My fellow comrades & members of The American Legion family,

Again, | want to take this opportunity to say “thank you” to each and everyone one of you, for all that you do for
our great organization. | would also like to send my sincerest hopes and wishes that you, your families, and loved ones
are all doing well, staying healthy, and coping with this COVID 19 pandemic. it’s really amazing to see how our lives have
been turned upside, and we all have had to find ways to cope and deal with life, in these ever changing times. It's my
thought and opinion, that the best way to cope, is to communicate, rather than keeping everything all bottled up and to
ourselves. As a group of veterans and family members of those whom served in the armed forces, it’s extremely
important at this time that we communicate with each other, and take the time to reach out to other members of our
organization to see how they are doing and if they may possibly need anything. This is the reason that the Membership,
Leadership & Learning has been conducting meetings every 2 weeks virtually, via way of “Zoom”. We’ve been trying to
encourage the Districts and the Posts, Units, and the Squadrons to perform “Buddy Checks” to see how the members
are doing, and a chance to make that personal contact.

As | mentioned above, the Membership, Leadership, & Learning Commission continues to hold meetings every 2
weeks. But, just so you have a better understanding as to how and why we are going about this, | will try to explain. We
just started with our July meeting, which was held “in person” at Post 75 in Middletown, and was also made available
remotely via “Zoom” and telephone. We had a few issues, but we were able to conduct a successful and informative
meeting. The primary focus of the meeting was membership, yet we also had an overview of the training portions for
this year. The “Membership” aspect of the Commission, will continue to be held “in person” at Post 75 in Middletown,
and will also be made available remotely via “Zoom” and telephone. This meeting will be held on the 4® Monday of
every month at 6pm. Every one of you are invited to sit in on these membership meetings, either virtually or via
telephone. All you have to do, is go to the Department webpage, and click on the link. You must have Zoom downloaded
on your computer, if you intend on attending that way. Then, on the 2" Monday of every month at 6pm, we will be
holding a meeting on the “Leadership & Learning” portion of the commission, which is in regards to training at all levels,
programs, etc..., for all entities of The American Legion family, and touch on membership as well again. Behind the
scenes of the commission, is a sub-committee, which is working very hard to put together a very strong training program
for this year. Communication and knowledge are 2 very powerful tools.

I’'m asking and challenging every District and every Post to go online with “MyLegion” and work the 200 list to get
members to renew and join a local Post. These are members which we should never forget about. And since the new
cards are out, cut them deal to renew their 2019-2020 membership dues, and pay their 2020-2021 dues while
transferring into you Post. This is actually even easier than trying to find a new member, even though we will always
take a new member as well. This past year, was a year where we missed a great opportunity of getting lots of new
members, through the passage of the Legion Act. So, to help us straighten up our keel a bit, I’'m asking everyone to
organize small teams to reach out to the Post 200members immediately. If you need assistance in getting the reports, or
even with a little manpower to make the calls, please feel free to contact me for assistance.

In closing, | just want to once again say “THANK YOU” for all that you do. Feel free to contact me if you need
anything. Stay healthy and safe, and we will see each other again soon.

Jim LaCoursiere
Chairman- Membership, Leadership & Learning

Cell: (860) 705-4173 Legionjim3@aol.com
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**IMPORTANT LIQUOR PERMIT UPDATE**

Legislation has been drafted by the General Law Committee and met with a favorable review by the
Governor. We were hoping that it would be introduced during the July special session but were told that the
Governor’s agenda was only allowing four items and they all dealt with current situations happening around
the country and in state.

We have been told that there will be another session in September, and this is where our bill will be
introduced for approval. It will allow for a new “Non-Profit” liquor permit to be created. We still are not

sure of the exact cost, but we have been assured that it will be significantly less than the current amount.

We are encouraging you to still contact your representatives to keep the pressure on, this is how you can
help us get this done.

If you have questions, please contact our office to make sure you are getting the correct information!!

Post Officer Forms

Please ensure that you send in your Post election forms in a timely manner as these along with
the Commander/Adjutant form are still required regardiess if you are keeping the same officers for
the upcoming year. We use these to update our Post contact information on the Department
Website.

New Email & Address for Department Headquarters

Effective immediately please use the following email addresses for the Headquarters Office.

Mary — Admin@ctlegion.org
Sue — Membership@ctlegion.org
Adjutant — Ctadj@ctlegion.org

Also, please start using our new address for sending correspondence, our PO Box is now closed.

269 Main Street
Cromwell, CT 06416

Please copy and share all Bulletin information as widely as possible!




Post Data Forms

We still have several Posts that have not turned in their Post Data forms, these are important to
both the Department and National as the information is used to set your Post dues, change
contact information and update any other changes that you submit.

Consolidated Post Reports & Consolidated Squadron Reports

CPR’s for Posts and Squadrons have been sent and many of you have sent them back, but we
are still lacking any reports from numerous Posts. If you prefer, you may download a fillable
version from our website or request it via email, which you then may save on your computer.
Electronic versions must be returned to Department HQ (NOT National) via email (or snail mail).

Membership Cards

All Posts should have their 2021 Legion membership cards and your SAL membership cards, if
this is not the case please contact our office immediately.

PUFL & Online Credits

PUFL and Online credits should be available by September 1, 2020, once we have the breakdown
of how much each Post will get you can then start to use the monies for membership processing.
For those Posts who process their own membership we will send you a check.

Department Raffle Drawing

Even though we did not have our Department convention this year we did have our raffle drawing. Please
see flyer inside the bulleting for the winners.

Potpourri

Department Headquarters is open for business, if you need to come down for a visit, we ask that you please
wear a mask. If you are sick or think you are sick, please stay home.

Please remember to call or send an email to keep Department informed as to the status of our Legion
family members.

Please copy and share all Bulletin information as widely as possible!




THE AMERICAN
LEGION DOOR PRIZE
WINNERS- JULY 12, 2020

NOTE: ALL WINNERS WILL RECEIVE THE $250.00 BONUS PRIZE

Grand Prize Winner:  $5.000.00
Robert | Eberhardt of Stamford, CT

$ 1,000.00 Winner:
Richard O Morre, III of Fairfield, CT "'_ &

® @

$ 500.00 Winner:

Paul C Devan |r of Monroe, CT

$ 250.00 Winners

1. Henry A Miller of New Milford
2. James A LaCoursiere of Oakdale
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OUR GREATEST GENERATION
75 YEARS LATER

1945 —2020
VJ DAY CEREMONY

American Legion Post 91, Moosup will continue our tradition of honoring and paying tribute to Our Greatest
Generation this year with a formal ceremony to be held in the Post parking lot located across from the Post on
Prospect Street. With the restrictions as a result of the Coronavirus, the physical Parade was sadly cancelled;
however, the Post did not want to have this milestone pass by without acknowledging the service and sacrifice
made by these heroic Veterans.

EVENT SCHEDULE

12:15 - Program begins. WINY live on-air at 1350AM and 97.1FM and live streamed on WINY Radio
Facebook page. Music provided by 102nd Army Brass Quintet.

12:59 - National Anthem performed by 102nd Army Brass Quintet.

1:01 - Flyover provided by Simmons Aviation, sponsored by Westminster Tool. The flight plan will follow the
same route as the vehicle Parade listed below.

Invocation and Comments — Father Philip Salois, Past American Legion National Chaplain, Vietnam Veteran,
having served in the U.S. Army 199" Light Infantry Brigade, recipient of the Silver Star.

Guest Speakers - Master of Ceremonies - Post 91 Adjutant and American Legion Department of Connecticut
Senior Vice Commander Jeff DeClerck; Senator Heather Somers; State Representative Anne Dauphinais;
Plainfield First Selectman Kevin Cunningham and American Legion Department of Connecticut Commander
Dennis Beauregard.

Following the speakers, the ceremony continues with a wreath laying ceremony, Firing Party honors, Taps and
flag folding ceremony. Participants and guests will then proceed to their vehicles for a vehicle Parade led by
Plainfield Police Department - Prospect Street, right on Squaw Rock Road, left on Moosup Pond Road, left on
Route 12 into Plainfield, right on Railroad Avenue, left on Babcock Avenue to Plainfield Town Hall.

Anyone wishing to view the ceremony can join us by watching the live
stream coverage by logging on to the WINY Radio Facebook page or
listen live on WINY Radio.

Those wishing to attend in person are asked to park in the lower Post parking lot
located on Ward Avenue and to exercise proper social distancing and gathering
protocols and wear a protective mask. For traffic control concerns, the vehicle
Parade will be limited to emergency vehicles, American Legion members, other
Veteran Service Organizations in attendance and select guests.



Housatonic

I Habitat for Humanity-
VETERANS

INITIATIVE

Register for our “by appointment only”

OPEN HOUSE

Sun., Aug. 2, Sat., Aug. 8, or Sun., Aug. 9 - Noon to 4 pm

Myfield Lane, New Preston, CT
* %k %k %

Homeownership might be within your reach!

We offer an affordable home and mortgage model that is one-of-a-kind for working,
qualified, first time homeowners. Housatonic Habitat for Humanity supports local
Veterans through homeownership, home repair, and volunteer programs. We also

connect Veterans more deeply with their community through volunteer service
opportunities that provide a venue for peer support that is so crucial post service.
We offer action-oriented programs with new missions closer to home.

* % % ok k
Apply Now: info@housatonichabitat.org
or call 203.744.1340 x104 or visit www.housatonichabitat.org

PLEASE NOTE: We accept applications on a rolling basis throughout the year. To complete

a pre-application, go to our website: www.housatonichabitat.org or request a form
through our office at 203-744-1340 x104 or via email: info@housatonichabitat.org

*PMI (Private Mortgage Insurance) is what lenders typically require which represents a down payment equal to 20% of a property’s purchase price.

* %k k ok Kk ok k ok k ok ko kb ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

Housatonic

7Y Habitat for Humanity 51 Austin Street, Danbury, CT
www.housatonichabitat.org ﬂ G

Serving Fairfield and Litchfied Counties since 1991




STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
“Serving Those Who Served”

STAND DOWN 2020
Sept. 24" — 25th

SAVE THE DATE

The Connecticut Department of Veterans Affairs is pleased to announce that
we will hold STAND DOWN 2020 this September. While the COVID-19
pandemic has certainly been a challenging time with many changes to the way
agencies and organizations operate, the DVA continues our commitment to
serving Connecticut’s Veterans by providing “one stop” access to a range of
programs and services offered by State and Federal agencies, Veterans
Organizations and Community Based Non-profits.

Stand Down 2020 will be held on two days this year. On Thursday, September
24™ after a brief kickoff ceremony at 9:00 am at the DVA Rocky Hill Campus,
there will be online informational sessions and webinars conducted by the
DVA, other agencies and community service providers throughout the day in
30 and 60 minute increments. On Friday, September 25" the DVA will
coordinate distribution of personal needs items to Veterans by Veteran Service
Organizations and community based non-profits at our Rocky Hill Campus and
at various Connecticut Vet Center locations such as Norwich and Orange and
Rocky Hill. DVA Veteran Service Officers and other personnel will also be on
location to assist Veterans with questions regarding benefits, programs and
services.

If you and/or your organization are interested in participating in this very
important and unique Stand Down, please contact Chuck Leone at 860-616-
3804 or chuck.leone@ct.gov.

More information will follow as we finalize this new approach to connect
Veterans across Connecticut with the programs and benefits they have earned.



The American Legion
Plymouth Post 20
presents

Starting August 16th
1:00 PM

245 Main St, Terryville
Contact Mary Harris
(475) 414-7394
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Empowering Inspired Leaders
August 2020

Dear American Legion Family,

The Connecticut Boys and Girls State Foundation was very busy during the month of July as we continue to support the
American Legion Family’s Youth Leadership Development Programs. Below is a recap of our recent achievements in July:

e Our presence on social media continued to grow by connecting with over 100 alumni on LinkedIn and Instagram.

e  We published four weekly newsletters during the month. Please visit www.ctbgsfoundation.org/news to read and
subscribe!

*  We held a monthly Alumni Gathering that brought together alumni from over the years who attended the
Department of Connecticut’s Youth Leadership Development Programs AND those who attended the same
programs in Maine and Wisconsin!

e We launched our Foundation Leadership Chat webinar series where two Boys State Alumni shared their
experiences in the US Service Academies and their military careers. We engaged participants around the Nation
and especially high school students in Connecticut interested in applying for the Service Academies. If you
missed it, you can visit www.ctbgsfoundation.org/foundation-leadership-chat to watch the webinar!

The Foundation commits to helping ANY student to attend the American Legion Family’s Youth Leadership
Development Programs by providing financial support in the form of sponsorships. We also commit to working with the
Posts, Units, and Squadrons to come up with a marketing strategy and fundraising plan. In fact, we are diligently working
on an online course to offer to all members of the American Legion Family. Please be sure to reach out to us directly if
you would also like any support for your Post, Unit, or Squadron.

We have several exciting events coming up in the month of August (visit www.ctbgsfoundation.org/events for specific
registration information):

e August 12" at 8:00 PM - Foundation Alumni Gathering. During this event, we will be discussing issues
facing the state of Connecticut and allowing participants to share their views on a wide range of topics.

e August 26™ at 8:00 PM — Foundation Leadership Chat Webinar: Leading through Crisis. During this event,
we will have alumni share their leadership experiences during the COVID-19 pandemic.

e Month of August — Duck Day Fundraiser. Visit www.ctbgsfoundation.org/fundraisers for more info!

We are always looking for volunteers to join us virtually in helping us deliver quality programming and experiences for
our alumni to execute the Foundation’s mission. Please do not hesitate to reach out; I will be more than happy to find a
way to get you involved in our activities whether it is through joining a committee or collaborating on a new idea!

Sincerely,

James S. Heffner, Jr., M.Ed.
Chairman, Connecticut Boys and Girls State Foundation
P: (203) 240-6671 | E: JHeftner@ctbgsfoundation.org
Connecticut Boys and Girls State Foundation
PO Box 74, Hawleyville, Connecticut 06440



ATTENTION COLD WAR VETERANS!!!
THE LEGION ACT HAS

BEEN SIGNED

YOU ARE NOW ELIGIBLE FOR
MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN LEGION

Please contact us to discuss your eligibility and what becoming a
member of the American Legion means to you. You can also ask
about the achievements of the Post in your area.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP, VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT WWW.CTLEGION.ORG AND CLICK THE
“JOIN US TODAY” TAB AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE AND
COMPLETE THE APPLICATION

You can also visit your local American Legion Post. Be sure to
have your DD214 or other proof of eligibility available and your
membership can be processed immediately.

For additional information, please feel free to contact us at
860-436-9986 or email ctadj@ctlegion.org



